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February 20. 1729. 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, 


GREED, That the Thanks of 
A the Socikr be given to the 

Reverend Dr. Pearce, for his Ser- 
mon Preached this. Day before the 
SocittY: And that he be deſired to 
Print the ſame. 
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David Humphreys, 


Secretary. 


Is a1an xlix 6. 


It is a light Thing, that thou 


ſhouldeſt be my Servant to raiſe 
up the Tribes of Facob, and to 


reſtore the Preſerved of Iſrael : 
Iwill alſo give thee for a Light 
to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 


be my Salvation unto the End 
of the Earth. 


HE SE Words arc a Part of 
EN > 
I GN very remarkable Prophecy, 
j WS] concerning ſome Deliverance 
and Salvation to be effected, 
not for the Jets only, but for the Gentiles, 
for no leſs than all the Nations of the 
Earth : and Expreſſions of the like Import 
A 2 ; are 
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are frequently met with in almoſt all the 
Prophetical Books, tho no one of the 
Prophets enters ſo often into this great 
Subject, and dwells ſo long upon it, as 
Tſaiah is obſerved to do. 

ALL Chriſtians, and generally all Jets, 
acknowledge, that the Prophecies of this 
Sort relate to the Kingdom of the Meſ- 
fiah ; the only Point in Diſpute between 
them is, Whether the Kingdom thus fore- 
told, was to be a Temporal, or a Spiri- 
tual one, 


AND it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
Prophets often deſcribe the Meſſiah, un- 
der the Character of 4 Ruler, a Prince, 
and a King: David and Jſaiab do this 
more remarkably than the reſt; and it 
is not to be wondred at, that they dealt 
much in ſuch high- ſounding Titles, ſince 
the one was himſelf a King, and the 
other of the Royal Houſe of Judah. 

Bur ſtill the Prophets don't forget 
to let us ſee by evident Marks what ſort 
of King the Meſſiah was to be, and what 
the Nature of that Deliverance or Sal- 
vation, which he was to bring about. 

Iſa. xi. 9. IN his Reign, the Earth was to be 
full of the Knowledge of the Lord; all 
Na- 
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Nations were to ſpeak à pure Lan. Sb. iii. 
guage, that they might all call upon the 
Name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one 
| Conſent ; Religion therefore was to be 
one great End of the Meſſiah's Domi- 
nion; a Religion to be ſpread univer- 
ſally over the World, which the Zewi/h 
Religion, in the Nature of it, could not 
be: A New Covenant was to be made 7. xxxi. 
with the Houſe of Iſrael, and for that pur- . 
pole a Law was to go forth out of q, ii. 2. 
Sion, and the Word of the Lord from Fe- 
ruſalem. Nor was this Law, like that 
which was given in the Wilderneſs, a 
Ceremonial one, but it was to be put in 
their inward Parts, and written ine. xxxi. 
their Hearts: the Conſequence of which 55. 
was to be, that the former or Fewih Re- 
ligion was no longer to take Place; for 

out of the Gentiles Men were to be ta-j;. hui. 
ken for Prieſts and for Levites, contrary to“. 
the Moſaick Inſtitution: and, what was 
ſtill more inconſiſtent with the eſtabliſhed 
Worſhip of the Jes or their Proſelytes, 
under this New Law, in every Place uach, i 
Incenſe was to be offered up unto the Lord, 
and a pure Offering : the general Effect 

of .all which was to be, that their Ini- * 
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quity was t0 be forgiven, and their Sins 
remembred no more. 

WrHar' ther can all theſe Particulars 
point out but the Goſpel ? it is this alone, 
which anſwers the Deſcription ; and to 
ſuppoſe that no more is meant by theſe 
full and comprehenſive Expreſſions, than 
the ſolemnizing a Paſſover under Heze- 
chias, or the Reſtoration of the Jets 
from Captivity, or the coming of many 
Proſelytes into their Religion, is to play 
with the Senſe of Words, and to give 
them a forced, as well as a falſe Inter- 
pretation. 

THESE Prophecies were underſtood of 
the Goſpel and its Effects, by the Writers 
of the New Teſtament, to whom the 
ſame Spirit of Go p explained them, that 
at firſt dictated them: this of the Text 
particularly is thus applied by the Apo- 
{tle St. Paul in Acts xiii. 47, who, when 
the Fews at Antioch rejected his Doctrine, 
ſaid, Lo! we turn to the Gentiles, for [0 
hath the Lord commanded us, ſaying, 1 
have - ſet thee to be a Light of the Gen- 
tiles, that thou fſhouldeft be for [Salvation 
unto the End of the Earth. 


WI 
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W ſee then, that the Prophecy in the 
Text, as well as others of the like Na- 
ture, looks forward towards the Goſpel, 
which in the Fulne(s of Time appeared 
in the World; and this being premiſed, 
the Subject of the enſuing Diſcourſe ſhall 
be to ſhew theſe three Things. 


I. THAT the declared Deſign of Pro- 
vidence is, that the Goſpel of 
Chriſt or the Meſſiah, ſhould be 
preached and received in all the 
Nations of the World, unto the End 


KL the Earth. 


II. TzAar this Deſign of Providence 
was not effected in the Days of the 
Apoſtles, or in any of the Ages 
which have ſucceeded them : And 


III. Trar therefore, ſince we know 
what the Deſign of God is, and that 
it has not yet been accompliſhed, it 
is every Chriſtian's Duty to forward 
the Work, and contribute towards it; 
eſpecially when a Door is opened, 
and Opportunity is offered for pro- 
pagating the Chriſtian Faith, 


AND 
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Ap this will naturally lead me to 
make an Application of. the whole, to 
the Occaſion of our Meeting, and to the 
particular Buſineſs and Employment of 
this Society. 

I. To begin with the firſt Head, and 
ſhew that the declared Deſign of Provi- 
dence, 0c. 

A Np here it may beremark'd, how large 
and comprehenſive the Expreſſions arc 
which the Prophets make Uſe of on this 
Occaſion ; how various the Phraſes, and 
how general the Extent of all of them : 
no Exceptions or Limitations are any 
where found, and the whole Force of 
the Fewih Language ſeems ſpent in the 
Recital of them: A People, and al! 

18 Fleſh, all (a) Nations and Tongues, (b) all 
1 ze. the Iſles of the Heathen, (c) all that are 
( %, afar of, (d) the Abundance of the Sea, 

Ul. 0 K 1's, the Forces of the Gentiles, (e) from Sea 10 

*. 352, Sea, (f ) and from the riſing up of the Sui 

ix to. wnto its going down, and (as in the Text) 
. 5 Ne Salvation unto the End of the Earth; theſe 

| and the like Marks of Univerſality are 

the conſtant Stile of the Prophets, when 

this glorious Subject is in their View. 
Burt 
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Bur ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, that 
from the Expreſſions alone, us'd in ſuch 
pompous Tongues as the Eaſtern are, it 
cannot be concluded for a Certain, that 
they muſt be underſtood in the wideſt 
Senſe of them: The Prophetick Stile 
is too well known, to make it neceſſary 
to take all that is ſaid without abate- 
ment made for the Flight of his Meta- 
phors and Boldneſs of its Figures: We 
ſhall ſee ſome Proofs of this under the 
Second Head of my Diſcourſe: at pre- 
ſent it may be obſerv'd, that by the help 
of ſome other Conſiderations the Point 
may be cleard up, and the Meaning of 
theſe Prophecies may be ſhewn to be a 
Strict and Literal one; for that Demon- 
ſtration, which the Words themſelves don't 


afford us, may be had from the Circum- 
ſtances of the Deliverer, and from the 


Nature of the Goſpel or Salvation. 
Chrift, by taking the Human Nature 
upon him, became cqually related to All 


Mankind, all Nations being made of one 43: xvii. 


Blood, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it: tho 
born a Jer, yet in the Fleſh he was al- 
lied to the whole Human Race; and 
therefore the Preſumption is pretty ſtrong, 

3 that 


26. 
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that All, who had a ſhare in his Nature, 
were to have a ſhare in his Meſlage too. 
HoWwWEVER, the ſame thing may be 
more certainly concluded from the Na- 
ture of the Goſpel or Salvation which he 


brought, from its being of equal Uſe and 


Concernment for All Nations and Perſons 
as for Any: Say, why it was ſent into 
the World, unleſs becauſe it was wanted; 
and then aſſign a Reaſon (if you can, 
why the Bleſſing ſhould be confind to 
ſome part of the World only: This Na- 
tion may probably be Wickeder than 
That; but Remiſſion of Sins (which the 
Goſpel proclaims) is what every Nation, 
the leaſt corrupted in Belief or Practice, 
ſtands in need of : and ſurely no Diſtin- 
ction could ever be deſign'd by Gov, 
where Nature's Cry for Help was one and 
the ſame: this would but ill ſuit with 
the Character which the Scriptures give 


Rem. ii. of him, that he is no Reſpecter of Per- 


11. and 


iii 29, hong, and that he is not the God of the 


Fews only, but of the Gentiles alſo. 
FROM theſe Conſiderations thereforc 
it may be gather d, that all the Expreſhons, 
which declare that the Goſpel is to be 
preached to and received by all Nations, 
are 
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are to be Literally and Strictly unde r- 
ſtood : I proceed now to 

IL Txs ſecond Head, which was to 
ſhew, that this Deſign of Providence was 
not effected in the Days of the Apoſtles, or 
in any of the Ages which have ſucceeded 
them. | | 

AN p for this there is a very obvious 
Reaſon: ſome well-inhabited Parts of the 
World were then Unknown, particularly 
the vaſt Tract of America, not diſcover'd till 
about 200 Years ago: and if the ſound of 
the Goſpel had not gone forth into any 
Part of this New World, before the 
Way was ſo lately open'd to it from Eu- 
rope, we know what Progreſs it has made 
there ſince, and how many Nations of 


that ſpacious Continent have never yet 


had CHrisT preached unto them. 
THe Truth is, that as the Preaching 
of the Goſpel is to be Univerſal, ſo is 
the Time too for doing it; as no Limits are 
ſet in the firſt Caſe, ſo no Period is aſ- 
ſign'd in the latter. Nor can the Di- 
vine Goodneſs be called in Queſtion up- 
on this account : for the Seriptures alwavs 
ſpeak of the Goſpel as the Free-Gift of 
God; and what Nation, or Perſon can 
B 2 Te 
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juſtly complain, unleſs debar'd of ſome 
Right? And what Right has any one to 
a Free-Gift ? Thoſe, who think it hard 
to account, why Some Nations ſhould be 
brought fo much later into the Goſpel 
than others were, would do well to re- 
member, how much later All Nations 
came into the Knowledge of the True 
Gop than the Fews did: if Gop's Beha- 
viour may be cenſur'd as Partial in the 
one Caſe, it muſt be ſo in the other: 
But there is nothing in this whole Pro- 
cedure, which cannot be ſufficiently and 
clearly juſtified: It is enough, that ſooner 
or later all Nations are to ſee the Sal. 
vation of God; but the Times and the 
Seaſons of it God hath put in his own 
Power, as beſt knowing when a Kingdom 
is prepared for the Reception of his Fa- 
vours; and when the Human means, 
which he chooſes to make uſe of, may be 
beſt made Subſervient and Inſtrumental! 
to his Purpoſe, 

IT muſt be acknowledged however, 
that the Ancient Chriſtian Writers gene- 
rally believed, that the Apoſtles, before 
their Separation, divided the ſeveral Parts 
of the World between them, and that 

cach 
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each took his diſtin& Portion for preach- 
ing the Goſpel in; from-avhence ſome 
have ſeriouſly maintain'd, that every Part 
of the whole Earth (even America it ſelf, 
tho' then Unknown to the reſt of Man- 
kind) had the Knowledge of CHRIS I 
communicated to it by the Labour of 
ſome one or other of the Apoſtles. 

AN p for this Opinion ſome Paſlages 
of the New Teſtament are produced, 
which ſpeak indeed at large, and ſeem at 
firſt ſight to give it Countenance : ſuch is 
Chriſt's Command to his Diſciples, when 
he was aſcending, that they ſhould " ag 
and teach all Nations ; that they ſhould wart xyi. 
go into all the Morld, and preach the 


Coſpel to every Creature. 
To which they add, that he fix'd the 


Time for the accompliſhment of it, when 
he ſaid, This Goſpel of the Kingdom wa. 
hall be preached in all the World, for ai. 4. 
IVitneſs unto all Nations, and then ſhall 
the time come, i. e. then, not till then, 
ſhall be the End of the Jewiſh State. 

AND they put us in mind, that ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtles are ſaid to have 
gone forth and preached every where ; ys xu. 
and that when St. Paul wrote to the Co- 2*: 
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Cole i.6. /oſhans,, the Goſpel was gone out into 
Color. i. A the World, nay, that it was preached 


unto every Creature mnder Heaven. 

Bur notwithſtanding the ſeeming 
Comprehenſiveneſs of theſe ſeveral Ex- 
preſſions, it may be ſhewn, Firſt, that the 
Notion of the Goſpel's having been Then 
preached to all Nations without Excep- 
tion, is not ſupported by the New 'Te- 
ſtament, but is rather refuted by it ; 
and Secondly, that the Nature of the 
thing and its Circumſtances make very 
ſtrongly againſt this Notion, and prove 
it to be in the higheſt degree improba- 
ble. 

1. The abovemention'd Paſſages of 
Holy Scripture, if taken in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe, ſpeak more than even the Sup- 
porters of this Opinion would have us 
underſtand by them; for then we mult 
believe that the Apoftles preached not only 
to every Nation, but to every ſingle Perſon 
in every Nation under Heaven : Some 
allowance therefore 9ſt be made; and 
if we compare theſe Expreſſions with 
others of the like Nature in the New 
Teſtament, we ſhall find our ſelves ju- 


ſtify'd 
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ſify'd in giving a more reſtrained Senſe 
to them. | 

Wu our Saviour firſt ſent out his 
Apoſtles, in his Life-time, he command. 


ed them mot to go into the way of the luarb x. 5. 


Gentiles or Nations, but rather to the 
Igſt. ſheep of the Houſe of Iſracl. Whereas, 
when he was about to aſcend up into Hea- 
ven, the Commiſſion, which he gave 
them, was more Extenſive and General ; 
that they ſhould go and preach not only 
to the Ferws, but to the Gentiles or Na- 
tions alſo: in this View he ſeems to have 
ſaid to them, Go and reach all Nations, 
g0 into all the World, and preach the Goſ- 
pel to every Creature. And in this ſenſe 
too it is moſt probable, that St. Paul 
ſaid the Goſpel was gone out into all the 
World, and was preached unto every Crea- 
ture under Heaven: the Expreſſions imply- 
ing no Abſolute Univerſality, but only an 
Oppoſition to ſuch a Limitedneſs or Par- 
tiality as before confin'd the preaching 
of the Goſpel to the Jewiſh People. In 
this View of the matter, we can eaſily 
ſee how the End of the Jewiſh State 
did not come, till the Goſpel had been 


preached in all the Morld, and to all Na- 
; | Hons, 
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tions, as our Saviour foretold: for it was 
publiſh'd at firſt in Fudea, from whence 
it ſpread to Samaria, and other Parts 
where the Fews dwelt; the Apoſtles ha- 
ving for many Years confin'd their Preach- 
ing to Them and their Proſelytes: till at 
laſt about fourteen Years after the Death 
of Chriſt, St. Paul, by the Direction of the 
Holy Ghoſt, began to apply himſelf to the 
Gentiles, and to call them into the Faith, 
as Heirs of Salvation in common with 
the Zews. 

Ir this Senſe be not approv'd, yet it is 
well known that in the Language of Sacred 
and of prophane Authors, (a) every great 
Empire is called the whole World, the 
5 ,p in: particularly the (5) Roman 
Empire was honour d with this Name, 

the 


— 1 


(a) So in Jai. xiii. 5. and xiv. 26. the Deſtruction of 
Babylon or the Mirian is expreſs'd by the LXX as the 
Deſtruction en Ns 31zuutvnc, of Mria and its Empire 
only, not of the whole World, for Paleſtina is commanded 
to rejoyce on that occaſion. v. 29. 

( Hence came the Expreſſion, Oecumenical Councils: 
ſee alſo Joſephus de Bell. Jud. I. 2. c. 16. Edit. Hudſon. 
where King Agrippa ſpeaks to the Jews in theſe Words: 
H 2x4vay ( Popaier) Is Me ths dtreusrns annil+. 
Ga Ne x, TOTS Ci m T1 mov & Þ Fp 
wiTois O *Evgeame uns Tv dvanny — A 
Une weary egy tNInony ou, x; veer THY A 1 

| goghTov 
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the. uſual Title of it being Imperium or- 
bis Terrarum: and therefore no more may 
be meant here, than that the Goſpel was 
preached over the Roman Empire; over 
the Greateſt Part of it, tho' not perhaps in 
ſtrictneſs of Speech oyer every Part of even 
that Limited Space: for in the New Te— 
ſtament we. find, the whole World. ſpoken 
of, tho' even a Part only of the Roman 
Empire, probably no more than (a) Ju 


dea is intended; as when Agabus ſig- Ad xls. 


nified by the Spirit, that there ſhould be 
great Dearth thro all the world, which 
came to paſs in the days of Claudius 
Ceſar, it is not Unlikely that this Famine 
happen'd only or chiefly in Judea, for 
in the next verſe no mention is made of 
any Relief ſent but to the Brethren in 
Judea, and (5) Joſephus ſpeaks of a great 
C 


One 
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cophToy Bg:TTavar diviyzay ww z: Where it is ob- 


ſervable, that the Reman Empire is called the h 9:xsmvy, 
and that Britain, while unconquered, was not look'd upon 
as Part of it, but as a diſtinct World. 

(a) Of the like Nature is that Expreſſion of Foſephrs, 
which we meet with in his Antig. Book 1. ch. 19. where, 
introducing God as promiſing the Land of Canaan to 


Jacob's Poſterity, he makes him ſay, 6: TangvTuo ͤ Nπον 
$Tw O- lea, 9 ν,,ĩx av. 

(b) EN T&TEeLSs dv ky Tov U atudy vgT4 TiY ref ales 
ovyiCy avicut, Antiq. Jud. |, 20. c. 4. 


«vow 
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Ver. 29, 


one raging there in the Reign of Claudius, 
without taking any Notice of its being 
felt elſe · where: this however is remarka- 
ble, that the Diſciples at Autiorh, who 
are ſaid to have determin'd every Man 
according to his Ability to ſend Relief 
unto the Brethren in udea, ſeem not to 
have look'd upon their Country as any 
Part of all that World, which was to la- 
bour under the Calamity. 

And however General St. Paul's Ex- 
preſſion may appear, when he ſays that 
the Goſpel was preached unto every Crea- 
ture under Heaven, yet there is no need 
to underſtand it as unlimited by any Ex- 
ception ; for in Act. ii. 5. it is ſaid in as 
Comprehenſive terms that there Were 
dwelling (or rather ſojourning) at Fernſalem 
devout Men, out of every Nation under 
Heaven: and yet that there were no Ame- 
ricans there, we may be Sure for very 
obvious Reaſons. 

Ir is well known from Scripture, that 
the Goſpel by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles 
ſpread it ſelf very widely ; and there is 
no doubt, but that in moſt Parts of the 
Roman Empire, perhaps in ſome Coun- 
tries beyond the Extent of it, the Doctrine 
of 
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of *Chrift was carried by Them or their 
Contemporaries: But that there was no 
Crentare,' or even Nation under Heaven 
(ſtrictly ſpeaking,) where it was Unheard 
of, when St. Paul wrote to the Coloſſians, 
ſeems refuted by the two following Obſer- 
vations. The one, that after this Epiſtle 
to the Coloſhans was written, St. Paul 
recover'd his Liberty, and ſpent four 
Years in the farther work of his Miniſtry : 
and can we ſuppoſe that he made no New 
Converts, made his firſt Viſit to no Nation 
during all that time? It is ſcarcely pro- 
bable; and the Ancients generally believ- 
ed, on the contrary, that he Then firſt pro- 
pagated the Chriſtian Faith in the Iſland 
of Crete, if not in Hain and other We- 
ſtern Parts of Europe. The other Obſer- 
vation is drawn from what St. John ſays 
in Revel. xiv. 6. I ſaw another Angel fly 
in the midſt of Heaven, having the ever- 
laſting Goſpel, to preach unto them that 
dewell on the Earth, to every Nation and 
Kindred, and Tongue and People. If the 
Angel was Then to preach it to them, it 
ſeems that it was not done, when he 
wrote his Revelations, and therefore when 
all the Apoſtles (except Himſelf) were 

C 2 dead, 
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dead, and moſt probably after INS End of 
the Jewiſh State was come. 
2. Ir may be conſider'd Rr wen that 
the Nature of the thing and its Chun 
ſtances make ſtrongly againſt this Noti- 
on: It is highly Improbable, that even 
Inſpired and Gifted Men, as the Apoſtles 
were, could do ſo much Work Well in ſo 
ſhort a time: But (what is more) if all 
Parts of the World without Reſtriction, 
even this newly diſcovered Country of 
America, had the Light of the Goſpel 
'Then convey'd to them, ſo many Difficul- 
ties will follow this Aſſertion, as would 
make a wiſe Man very backward in 
maintaining it; For how could the Apoſtles 
get thither 2 By Sea or by Land ? Either 
way there was Then no known Intercourſe 
between the Old and the New World: 
But what is not poſhble to Men, who 
carry Miracles in their Hands? It is true, 
that many Ways may be ſuppos d, which 
a Divine Power could make Practicable 
and Eaſy: but (to omit all other Queſti- 
ons) it may be asked, Why, when the 
Apoſtles had by a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance 
found out this Unknown World, and had 
once preached the Chriſtian Faith amor g 
thoſe 
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thoſe Infidels, they did not upon their 
Return diſcover this their Diſcovery e 
Why did they make a Secret of their 
Journey, and thereby for Ages together, 
and (as far as perhaps they knew) for 
ever cut off from them all farther Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Churches, which they 
founded in the Old World 2 If they 
had been careful to make a Report of 
what they had ſeen, and had pointed 
out the ſituation of the Country, other 
Chriſtians might have followed them 
to carry on their happy beginnings, 
and a Union of Faith might have been 
maintain'd by means of this ſeaſon- 
able Correſpondence : But I ſhall pur- 
ſue this Reflection no farther, it ſpeaks 
ſufficiently of it ſelf: and therefore both 
from Scripture and the Nature of the 
thing it may be concluded, that tho' 
much was done by the Apoſtles, yet much 
was left by them Undone, and till re- 
mains ſo, towards Accompliſhing the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, and carry- 
ing the Knowledge of the Goſpel through- _ 
out all the World. 


Tho', 
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Tho', after all, let it be thought never 
ſo Certain, that the Name of Chriſt has 
been actually preached to every Kingdom 
and to every Creature under Heaven; yet 
it will remain a Truth, that the Deſign of 
Providence has not been hitherto effected; 
becauſe the Prophecies foretell that the | 
Goſpel is not only to be preached, but to 
be receiv d and believed every where; ( 
the Earth is to be full of the Knowlede: I 
of the Lord, and Incenſe with a pure Of- \ 
fering is to Offer 4d up to him in every J 
Place. t 


I come therefore to the 


III. TRTIRD and laſt head, which is 
indeed a Conſequence of the two for- 


mer, vig. that ſince we know what th 
the Deſign of Gop is, and that it has ar 
not yet been accompliſhed, it is every | L. 
Chriſtian's Duty to forward the Work, if, 
and contribute towards it according lat 
to his Ability. The Confequence St. thi 
48: xiii, Paul himſelf has drawn, when he we 
46, 47- ſaid, Lo we turn to the Cen cor 
tiles, for thus hath the Lord command- me 


ed us, ſaying, I have ſet thee to be 4 
Light 


* 
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Light of the Gentiles, that thou ſboulaęſt 
be for Salvation unto the end of the 
Earth : where you may obſerve, that he 
calls the Prediction a Command to him 


and other Chriſtians, that they ſhould do 
what they could for the accompliſhment 
of it: And if it have the Force of a Com- 
mand from Go d, it muſt be the Duty of a 
Chriſtian to perform it; for what is our 
Duty, but to do what we know to be the 
Will of Gop? When the Deſigns of 
Heaven are reveal'd, and the Matter of 
them is ſuch as Human means can concur 
and aſſiſt in, how can our Obedience be 
ſhewn, unleſs we are willing and ready to 
forward the Work? 

BESID ES, to ſpread the Knowledge of 
the Goſpel, is to promote the Glory 
and Honour of Gop; and ſurely our 
Love of his Service is a very Cool one, 
if, when we know that the bringing Ido- 
laters into the True Worſhip of him, is 
the greateſt Honour that we can do him, 
we are backward in that Point, and will 
contribute nothing towards the enlarge- 
ment of his ſpiritual Empire, 


OR 
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O if we conſider the Benefits, which 
a Nation converted to the true Know- 
ledge receives, what a Warmth of Zeal 
ſhould we have to do ſuch a Good as This 
to our Fellow Creatures? Chriſtianity is 
not meerly a new Mode and Faſhion of 
Divine Worſhip taken up in the Room 
of others now antiquated and worn out by 
length of Time: It is not only a better 
Syſtem of Morals, ſetting the diſtinction 
of Virtue and Vice upon more ſolid 
Foundations, and giving more certain 
Hopes and Fears of what is to come: All 
this Natural Religion (not corrupted and 
perverted) might have done; but all this 
is far ſhort of what Chriſtianity propoſes 
to its Followers: It is a New Law or 
Covenant pointing out a method to Sin- 
ners, whereby their Repentance may be- 
come effectual for Pardon with God: The 
Burthen of the Goſpel is Salvation to all 
men upon their Repentance, provided it be 
join d with Faith in Feſus Chriſt; hence 
flow the Promiſes of Eternal Life, which 
are now held out to Mankind upon This 
and no other Condition: And can we 
have the Feelings of a Man, and not la- 
bour that every one who has the ſame 

Nature 
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Nature with our ſelves ſhould be parta. 
kers of the ſa me Immortal Happineſs ? 
In a word, can we think our ſelves good 
Chriſtians, unleſs we are ready to aſſiſt 
towards the Accompliſhment of that De- 
ſign, which to our Fellow Creatures is 
the Salvation of their Souls, and to our 
Gop the Increaſe of his Gloey. 5 

Bur all this is ſaid only. upon ſup- 
poſition, that a Door is opend, and a 
High-Way made ſtraight for our Propaga- 
ting the Chriſtian Faith; and this natural- 
ly leads our Thoughts to the Buſineſs of 
the Honourable Society here aſſembled 
this Day. 

Ir is well known to be a Body of men 
incorporated by Royal Charter, not only 
to ſupply our Colonies and Settlements 
on the American Continent with Able and 
Orthodox Paſtors; but to propagate and 
ſpread the Knowledge of the Goſpel, 
where it never has been. heard of; 
among the: Negroes in poſſeſſion of our 
own Countrymen, and among the Indiaus 
who. live in their Neighbour ood. 

How Faithfully and Prudently the 
Fund is manag'd by the Worthy Members 


of this Society; and how great their 
D | Care 


EE 
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Care is to look after every Branch of 
the Miffton, may be known from the Ac- 
counts yearly publiſh'd by their Order: 
where you may ſee, that the Good Work 
goes on, tho not ſo faſt as the warmeſt 
Chriſtian's Zeal would make him wiſh, 
yet with ſuch Sueceſs as would make the 
Cooleſt Chriſtian not Faint and be ey 
of his ue doing. . 

A obſervable, that this fo lately it 
cover'd World lies in the very Route and 
Road, which Chriſtianity ſeems to have all 
along taken: in the Eaſt, we know, it firſt 
appear d; and, as it real it ſelf, it ſha- 
ped its Courſe with that of the. Sun, the 
Emblem of its Light and Glory: to the 
Weſtward it travell'd, and in length of 
time took poſſeſſion of. thoſe European 
Countries, which are now called Chriften- 
dom; and ever ſince this more Weſtern 
Tract of America has been known, it has 
continue d by degrees to gain ground, and 
enlarge its limits on that ſpacious Conti- 
nent: which ſeems to be no obſcure Indi- 
cation that the Deſigns of Providence and 


of this Society go on together, and that 


in the Decrees of Heaven 'this new Way 


was not open'd for the fake of that Tem- 


poral 
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poral Profit which the European Nations 
have made of it, but for the Spiritual Ad- 
vantage which its Inhabitants wy make 
of it. 

Bur it may be asked, How we 100. 


that This is the Time for the Converſion of 


the Americans? The Preciſe Time indeed 
we know not; but then we can't tell, but 
that this may be the Time appointed of 
God: all the Circumſtances ſeem to fa- 
vour it; and whatever the Event may be, 
yet we are ſure of this, that we are la- 
bouring to bring about the Deſigns of 
Heaven; we know that this Time will 
come, and, for ought we know, this day 
of the Lord may be now at hand. But 
why ſhould we ſet upfor the Inſtruments 
of it, when we have reeeived no Com- 
mand ? why ſhould: we run before we are 
ſent? : Becauſe no Chriſtian can doubt of 
this, that tho' his Work may be without 
ſucceſs among thoſe Infidels, to Himſelf it 
cannot fail of a Reward. We are not 
now a days to fit ſtill, till a Revelation 
be brought to us; Gop has for many 
Ages paſt madeuſe of the Voluntary, or 
at leaſt the ſeemingly Voluntary ſervice of 
Men; and This, with his Bleſſing upon it, 
9 has 
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has in Fact prov'd ſufficient for the Con- 
verſion of many Nations, our Own here 
in particular; why Then may it not for 
the Converſion of Theſe ? 

Bur where are the Miracles of our 
Miſſionaries, their Credentials, the Proofs 
of their Veracity? It is true indeed, that 
ſuch as go out from among us for this 
Work, are not. Gifted, as the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians were : but then neither 
does God nor Man expect ſuch a Glaring 
and ſurprizing Succeſs from them : If they 
have no Miracles to accompany them, yet 
they may with John the Baptiſt (who 
was likewiſe without that Power) prepare 
the way for the Reception of the Goſpel: 
And Miracles perhaps are not ſo much 
wanted now, as they once were in the 
Infancy of the Goſpel; for we have many 
ſtrong Arguments to offer, much Evidence 
to produce in favour of Chriſtianity, 
which the firſt Age had not, and could not 
have. But is it Certain, that there are 
no Miracles wrought, where none are 
wrought to the Senſes? tho' God may 
not work Miracles by the Hands of thoſe 
who 'Teach, He may upon the Hearts of 


thoſe who Hear: the Conviction of theſe 
may 
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may be the Effect of a Divine Power, tho 
not any Outward Evidence of it: and in 
this Silent and leſs Pompous way of open- 
ing the Underſtanding, and inclining the 
Will to know and practiſe the Doctrine, 
Gop may perhaps ſtill work Miracles, 
and effectually enable thoſe to be Power- 
ful Preachers, who as to any viſible Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit come Empty- handed. 
Ix it be ſtill farther objected, That we 
have Infidels enough among us Here, to 
employ all our Pains about for their Con- 
verſion ; and that, like Able Generals, we 
ſhould firſt make ſure of all at Home, be- 
fore we attempt to carry our Conqueſts 
into Foreign Countries: we muſt anſwer, 
that there is too much Truth in what is 
aſſerted, : but no good Conſequence in 
what is drawn from it; becauſe the One 
Work may well go on conſiſtently with 
the Other; All that we pretend to do A- 
broad, is what we always have done at 
Home; lay the Evidence for our Faith be- 
fore Unbelievers in the ſtrongeſt and ful- 
leſt Light we can; if they will not be con- 
vinc'd by our Reaſonings, we have no 
other methods to try; the Arts of Decei- 
ving 
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ving we have no Need of, and the Uſe of 

Force and Violence we abhor. | 
Bur ſtill the Generality of Men may 
ask, How 'They can further this Deſign 
of Providence, who are not furniſhed 
with Knowledge either to Teach, or to 
chooſe out proper Teachers? Yet all may 
alliſt and take a ſhare in the Work, by 
contributing towards the Support of it, 
and gladly throwing ſomething into the 
Stock, which the Society is impower'd to 
manage, and out of which the great Ex- 
pences are defray d. Much help is till 
wanting, large ſupplies are ſtill Neceſſary; 
the Undertaking being ſo Great, and the 
Progreſs made in it fo ſmall in compari- 
ſon of what remains Undone: And what 
can You do Better, you that love to do 
Good? where can your Bounty be better 
plac'd, either in regard to the End pro- 
pos'd, or the Means made uſe of? It is 
only by the Aſſiſtance of the Rich and 
the Charitable that the ſphere of the Soci- 
ety's Care can'be enlarg'd, and that Men 
of more Virtue and Piety, of more 
Learning and Prudence can be encoura- 
ged to go on the Miffion, when they ſce 
that ſuch a Liberal Proviſion is made for 
their 
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their Reſidence in thoſe Countries, as 
may weigh againſt the Inclination, which 
all naturally have to ſettle, where they 
took their Birth and have their Acquain- 
tance, 

Ix the Name then of all the Members 
of this Worthy and Venerable Society, 


and as their Repreſentative on this Occa- 


ſion, I call upon and invite all good Chri- 
ſtians to take the Intereſts of it to heart, 
and to lend their Charitable (where they 
are Able, their Bountiful) hand towards 
its Support. All the common Topicks, 
us'd for the perſwading Men to do Good 


to their Fellow Creatures, are ſo ſtrong in 


this Caſe, that they ſeem made for it, 
I had almoſt ſaid, appropriated to it: But 
I forbear to inſiſt upon them at preſent ; 
That has been already done by ſo many, 
that have gone before me, with ſo much 
Copiouſneſs, as ſhews that the Motives to 
Charity are a Subject, which, like Charity 
it ſelf, never faileth. — But ypur Pati- 
ence may. 

LET us therefore conclude with retur- 
ning our hearty. thanks to Gov for the 
Benefactions towards this Work, which 


we have received the laſt Year ; and 


with 
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with beſeeching him to continue to put it 
into the Hearts of the Wealthy, that 
they would ſend in their Free-will Offe- 
rings, and that we may be thereby 
ſtrengthen d to enlarge the Kingdom of his 
Son Jeſus; to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt be all Glory and Honour 
aſcrib'd in every Nation under Heaven. 
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